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HORIZONS Annual Report A Letter from the Exec. Director 

What does the word “community” mean to you? 
What are your hopes and aspirations for the 
communities that you’re a part of? What qualities 
make a community successful and long-lived? There 
is a lot to unpack here and admittedly, with all the 
demands of our busy lives, pondering what’s in a 
word may not be at the top of your to-do list. 
However, we invite you to reflect on these questions 
because we want to hear your thoughts on how we 
can build a stronger, more resilient, and more 
relevant conservation community together. 

I recently had a chance to learn the origin of the 
word community. At a conference sponsored by 
Meyer Memorial Trust, the Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board’s Executive Director pointed 
out the word is derived from a combination of the 
Latin prefix con-, which means "together" and 
munis, which means “performing services.” This root 
meaning struck a chord with many of the 
conservation practitioners attending the conference. 
For me, knowing this etymology had special 
relevance because Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts were created to perform public services for 
the people of Oregon. We can do a better job 
representing and addressing the conservation needs 
of the broader community by inviting you to share 
your ideas for how to reach more Benton County 
residents, particularly voices missing from the 
conservation table. 

In this edition of our Annual Report we honor and 
celebrate our Community of Conservation 
Partners—people like you who generously and 
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intentionally participate in the conservation practices 
we promote and programs we offer. You volunteer at 
the Native Plant Sale, pull weeds alongside 
neighbors, swap out non-native ornamentals for 
pollinator-friendly natives, plant hedgerows, and 
place large wood in streams. The list of actions 
exemplifies the root meaning of the word community 
itself: to perform services together. Every day we are 
inspired and humbled by the extraordinary 
contributions you make to enhance our lands and 
waterways and enrich the quality of our lives.  

2019 promises to be another year of growth and 
engagement for Benton SWCD and there are so 
many ways you can participate! We’d like to know 
more about you and how we can help with your 
conservation needs, so connect with us. Let us know 
if you have an event coming up where our presence 
would help. We invite you to participate in special 
events or serve on our Board as an Associate 
Director. Join us as we explore our strategic goals, 
operations, and programs with an equity focus. I 
know your innovative ideas will make our community 
stronger. 

I’ll leave you with a few words from poet farmer, 
Wendell Berry: “A community is the mental and spiritual 
condition of knowing that the place is shared, and that 
the people who share the place define and limit the 
possibilities of each other's lives...A community identifies 
itself by an understood mutuality of interests...If it hopes 
to continue long as a community, it will wish to – and will 
have to – encourage respect for all its members, human 
and natural.” 

A community is the 
mental and spiritual 
condition of knowing 
that the place is 
shared... 

—Wendell Berry 

Growing a Community 

o 
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The River Connects Us 

Willamette Mainstem Cooperative 
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Matt and Serene Mellenthin know how lucky 
they are. “We have landed on amazing 
riverfront property that most people dream of 
retiring on,” says Matt. The Mellenthins 
moved to Benton County from Wisconsin in 
2005 because they are “forest and river spirit 
people.” Their spot on the Willamette River is 
their paradise. 

Luckily for Benton SWCD, the Mellenthins 
view themselves as “defenders of the wild” 
and work to restore native plants to their river 
front property as well as manage invasives. To 
both of them, a successful project is one 
where the whole family is involved in the work.  

The Mellenthin family at home along the river’s edge. 

The Mellenthins work together to reclaim the 
agricultural land and love seeing snowberries 
and fawn lilies pop up. “The best days are when 
the whole family can get out and see the 
restoration process occur and see the plants take 
root. A good day is when your whole body is 
tired and dirty,” says Serene.  

This passion for the natural world extends into 
their professional lives. Both work in the natural 
resources field, Matt in habitat restoration and 
Serene in environmental education. Since their 
introductions to Benton SWCD, both Matt and 
Serene have used Benton SWCD’s services and 
directed others towards them. As property 
owners on the river, the Mellenthins worked with 
Benton SWCD’s River Restoration Program 
Coordinator Laura Brown and the Willamette 
Mainstem Cooperative (WMC) to engage 
neighboring landowners to treat ivy along the 
river’s banks. Development pressures and habitat 
loss have decreased the amount of riparian 
forest along the Willamette River. Remaining 
native forests are less able to compete against 
non-native species, which tend to be more 
capable of colonizing disturbed and degraded 
systems. Vine weeds, such as ivy and old man’s 
beard, occur frequently in these riparian forests 
and have potential to overwhelm forest 
understories. These species constitute serious 

threats to standing trees that may fall from the 
weight of the vining plants. Through the 
Willamette Mainstem Cooperative, Benton 
SWCD was able to bring resources to the table 
to treat dense invasive ivy in this area. The 
Mellenthins introduced BSWCD to upstream and 
downstream neighbors, whose involvement is 
critical to managing the species. 

Though they have experienced challenges with 
their property, they work with Benton SWCD and 
other partners to navigate them. “Floodplain 
living is dynamic and difficult. We continue to 
reach out to local organizations and adjust our 
expectations and planting prescriptions,” says 
Serene. “Conservation work is a continued effort 
and it’s important to break things up into 
benchmarks. We try to manage our land at the 
ecosystem level. When people focus on a single 
species, they’re not seeing the bigger picture. 
We are working to restore not just the landscape, 
but the ecosystem services provided by the 
landscape,” says Matt. They summarized their 
thoughts on their property with one word: 
gratitude. “We are so grateful to the people who 
helped us along the way,” saysSerene. “We are 
constantly amazed by all the good people doing 
good things in this community,” says Matt. Here 
at Benton SWCD, we are grateful to have the 
Mellenthins as partners.  



HORIZONS Annual Report Prairie Soils for Sustainable Restoration 

For the past two years, we have studied soils’ 
unique contribution to site ecology to help inform 
planning and implementation of conservation 
practices on prairie restoration sites. Funded by 
NRCS, the Prairie Soils for Sustainable 
Restoration (PSSR) project has allowed us to 
assess soil characteristics in rare and declining 
upland prairie habitats. Through the comparison 
of remnant prairies’ soils to those of restoration 
sites, analyses and mapping have identified soil 
characteristics that may be helpful in the selection 
of future restoration sites. 

According to project partner, Andy Gallagher, 
“Harvesting the knowledge embodied in the 
prairie remnants depends on getting to 
knowledge before it is lost. Gaining this 
knowledge will take vision, cooperation, money, 
hard work, and time. It seems as if the last item, 
time, is of the essence for these prairies and for 
these soils. Timing is critical, and it is imperative 
that this work be done soon, before this source of 
knowledge and these communities are lost 
forever. We like to think we understand soils and 
prairies but until we understand them together, 
interacting and indivisible, we don’t and can’t 
really know them fully.” 

Andy Gallagher is one of 47 people who 
contributed to the Prairie Soils project, although 
his involvement with Benton SWCD reaches back 
over a decade. Below, Andy describes his ties to 
the District. 

“I first came to Benton SWCD looking for 
conservation-minded people in the Willamette 
Valley. I just showed up at one of the monthly 
Board meetings. In my years as Associate and 
District Director, I worked to create an Education 
and Outreach Program, which I felt was critical to 
the District’s mission. Our major accomplishment 
toward that goal was sponsoring two RARE 
volunteers who helped lay the groundwork for 
our program and the eventual hiring of Teresa 
Matteson.  

“Another thing I am proud of is working 
alongside Tom Bedell, Cliff Hall, and others to 
get the tax base on the 2004 ballot. It was 

Andy and son, Cove, at Native Plant Sale (top); Andy 
and Logan Bennett characterize PSSR soil (bottom). 

Consider the Soil 
TERESA MATTESON 

successfully passed by the voters. It is amazing 
how far the District has come since those years. 

“My most recent involvement with the District has 
been through several grant projects managed by 
Benton SWCD, and funded by Western SARE, 
EPA, and NRCS. During those opportunities, I 
consulted on soil classification projects related to 
soil quality. Each year, I volunteer at the District’s 
Native Plant Sale because I love it and, now, I 
bring my boys who like to help out, too.” 
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Bringing Students Outside 

Youth Education 

A “Striking” First Impression 
As a Garfield Elementary School teacher, Karrie 
Woodruff became part of the BSWCD community 
through Salmon Watch in the fall of 2017. On her 
school’s first field trip, typical Oregon November 
weather prevailed - rain! The kids’ flimsy 
disposable ponchos were not up to the job. After a 
break for lunch, the sessions were just starting up 
again when - BOOM! CRACKLE! - lightning struck 
nearby. Thunder and lightning are so rare in this 
area, Karrie was thrilled and thought things were 
getting really interesting. Fortunately, another 
adult pointed out that lightning could be a risk, so 
the students were directed to quickly and calmly 
get on the bus and head back to school. Too bad it 
ended prematurely, but what a finale! 

Karrie doesn’t think of herself as a scientist or a 
conservationist. Initially she wasn’t very excited 
about salmon, but as she started learning about 
their life cycle, she connected with the greater 
symbolism of being adaptive and determined. She 
realized that what might have been just another 
science lesson could actually teach some big ideas. 
And the students will stay focused better now that 
she’s received a BSWCD Conservation Education 
Grant for boots and rain coats. 

Garfield is a Spanish immersion school. Since fewer 
Spanish-language resources exist, she creates 
engaging, hands-on lessons that build from what 
students know from their surroundings and 
integrate multicultural perspectives. For Salmon 
Watch, she created a book by combining 
information from various sources. Her students 
learn about the history of the Willamette Valley. 
Her lessons convey the idea that humans have 
always had an impact on their environment. Karrie’s 
students are asked to consider what their impact 
might be; and discuss what they want it to be. 
Karrie graciously shares her lesson ideas and 
Spanish resources with BSWCD so they are 
available for other dual immersion schools.  

Karrie sees students transform during outdoor 
experiences like Salmon Watch and Outdoor 
School. Having taught for 20 years, she has seen 
some of her students become young adults. “When 
they tell me they’re studying something in college 
that I taught them in elementary or high school, I 
am completely delighted and wonder if perhaps 
I’ve played a small part in their decisions. When I 
see our current students in 10 years and they tell 
me that they’re biologists, I’ll give some of the 
credit to these outdoor experiences.” 
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Karrie, at center with sunglasses, models active listening for her students on a Salmon Watch field trip. 



HORIZONS Annual Report Pollinator Support 

For many, spending summers in the mountains 
with bachelor uncles, and without running water or 
electricity, may lead to a lifelong avoidance of 
physical labor. But Jerry Paul embraced the skills 
and craftsmanship necessary for the homesteading 
lifestyle and cultivated an appreciation of “old 
stuff” and respect for “people who get it right” 
that has influenced the direction of his personal 
and professional life. His conservation ethic guided 
him through a career as an urban planner - working 
to stop the development of open space - and 
sparked his passion for animals, both wild and 
domestic.  

In the midst of the “back to nature” movement, 
Jerry and his wife Judith built a log home on their 
cattle ranch in Salinas Valley. With a big swale and 
majestic California live oaks, Jerry was inspired to 
manage the land for wildlife. To get started, he 
took a class from Bert Wilson, owner of the Las 
Pilitas native plant nursery. Bert introduced Jerry to 
the concept of native plant communities, and Jerry 
has been gardening with natives ever since. Native 
plants brought the Pauls to Benton SWCD after 

Fender’s blue butterfly 
on Kincaid’s lupine. 

Credit: unknown 

Jerry has created a suite of engaging materials to help curious gardeners understand the ins and outs of mason bee husbandry.  

HEATH KEIRSTEAD 

they moved to 
Corvallis in 2006. By 
2012, Jerry had 
revolutionized the 
order fulfillment 
process at the Native 
Plant Sale.  

He became a Board 
Director in 2013 and 
has been our 
“tinkering treasurer,” building shelves, fixing 
staplers and reviewing financials ever since. Jerry 
developed our Bee Buddies program in 2016. 
Mason bees are one of very few bee species that 
can be managed actively. Having managed cattle 
and honey bees in California, mason bee 
husbandry seemed like a natural next step. When 
he attended a workshop with the Linn County 
Master Gardeners, he realized that he hadn’t 
been managing his bees properly. He took their 
call to action to heart, and has been working with 
BSWCD to help other well-intentioned bee 
enthusiasts take better care of their bees ever since.  

I am an enthusiast, 
not an expert. 
Enthusiasm is what 
brings other people 
to the table.  

—Jerry Paul  

Handy for Conservation 
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Habitat Restoration HORIZONS Annual Report 

Bee Buddies 

“Conservation gives production a richer purpose,” 
Ed Easterling says. For Ed, this concept has 
evolved to include agroforestry with cattle grazing 
the oak savanna and experimentally limiting 
grazing during critical times to protect endangered 
Kincaid’s lupine and provide the essential 
ecosystem disturbance needed by native forbs and 
grasses.  

In 2012, Ed founded Crestmont Land Trust (CLT), a 
non-profit land trust with a mission to own and 
manage self-sustaining habitat with a charitable, 
recreational, educational, and research focus. CLT 
currently owns a 172-acre property in the Wren 
area between the Marys River and Fitton Green, a 
Benton County natural area. The CLT property has 
a mosaic of habitat types, which promotes high 
biodiversity. The area is recognized for having 
some of the highest quality upland prairie and oak 
woodlands, with the largest extent of remnant 
upland prairie and Fender’s blue butterfly and 
Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly habitat in Benton 
County.  

As with all successful restoration landowners, Ed is 
an active participant with his field team and has 
invited resource agencies to the CLT property for 
advice on management techniques and funding 
opportunities. “Engaging multiple supportive 
partners can help stretch limited resources by 
accelerating timelines and increasing scale.” CLT is 

enrolled in the USFWS Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Program and has entered into a USFWS 
Safe Harbor Agreement, which provides support 
and protection for landowners who assist with the 
recovery of endangered species. Tom Snyder of 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service  
helped Ed see that conservation and agriculture 
can work collaboratively, and provided funding 
through the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program. Benton SWCD has been involved with 
the project by procuring an Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Program restoration grant. These 
varied sources provide the funds and technical 
resources to enhance and restore historic upland 
prairie, oak savanna, and woodlands on the 
property by removing most encroaching fir trees, 
thinning oak habitats for healthy woodlands and 
savanna, providing site preparation, and seeding 
of native grasses and forbs.  

Ed Easterling’s approach to conservation on the 
land can be described as energetic and filled with 
enthusiastic optimism. His advice to other 
landowners considering restoration is: “Enjoy the 
process because restoration can take many years 
and stopping midway can leave the situation 
worse. Be willing to bring in partners for technical 
and financial help, then be open to 
experimentation, take responsibility, and accept 
accountability.  
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Ed describes the layout of Crestmont Land Trust compared to other oak and prairie restoration sites in the Wren area. 

Enthusiastic Optimism 



HORIZONS Annual Report Native Plants 

Albany has been Jenny Brausch’s home her whole 
life, and over 50 of those years have been spent on 
the Benton County side of town. Jenny grew up in 
North Albany across the street from Thornton Lake, 
where she swam often, and has many great 
memories of playing along the lake’s bank. As a 
child Jenny was warned to never go in the 
Willamette River because of the pollution, which she 
found very sad. Spending time outdoors in childhood 
gave her an appreciation for the natural world.  

Becoming a parent was the start of Jenny’s interest 
in doing what she could to “save the earth.” 
Maureen Beezhold , who led the Corvallis Chapter 
of NW Earth Institute, was a big influence. Jenny 
took many classes through Maureen and eventually 
became a volunteer facilitator. Their program opens 
discussions on sustainability and conservation. When 
asked what conservation challenges she faces, Jenny 
says the biggest one is when she feels that what she 
does doesn’t do enough.  

“Then I remember the butterfly effect. Success is 
seeing the work that BSWCD does. There is so much 
energy and progress in that organization it gives me 
hope. The BSWCD staff are an inspiration for me. 
Because I’ve worked closely with them over the last 
two years, I’ve been able to see much of what they 
do. The staff works tirelessly and loyally on the 
District’s vision and mission. ” 

Jenny currently serves as Benton SWCD’s 
bookkeeper, but she has a long history with the 
District. The Native Plant Sale (NPS) is how she first 
became involved with the District. She has even 
provided some landscape designs. To view her 
designs, select the “landscape designs” tag on our 
blog, The Dirt (bentonswcd.org/tag/landscape-
designs/).  

Jenny has participated in Teresa’s soil workshops, 
Salmon Watch field trips led by Heath, and attended 
several farm tours that showcased Donna’s 
conservation planning. Not to mention all the fiscal 
and legal workshops she attends with Holly and 
Janette to help make sure the District is always in 
compliance! There is one thing that she hasn’t 
undertaken just yet. “I really want to spend time 
with the Bee Buddies and do more with bees and 
pollinators. That is my current goal.” 

Minimizing Impact 
JANETTE BYRD 

Jenny is BSWCD’s head cashier at the Fall 
Bulb Sale and Winter Native Plant Sale. 

08 



HORIZONS Annual Report The Confluence Collaborative 

Magnificent Sitka spruce and Douglas fir tower 
above the native understory. Thundering 100-foot 
waterfalls send rainbow-colored spray over fern and 
moss-covered rocks. Over 100 inches of rainfall a 
year keep this temperate forest humming with 
hundreds of species of native plants, fish and 
wildlife. Where is this gem of a thousand shades of 
green? Siuslaw National Forest in Oregon’s Central 
Coast Range, and it’s the go-to place for Alan Ayres 
when he’s looking to find quiet solitude. 

A fifth generation Oregonian, Alan was born in 
Corvallis but grew up in the rural town of Alpine, 
west of Monroe. As a youngster exploring the wild 
forests and streams of his home, he developed an 
appreciation for the abundant waters and lush 
vegetation that gave him comfort. Even now, after 
moving back to Corvallis and living here for 
decades, he still gets a feeling of deep calm when 
he walks in the woods. Alan cherishes and wants to 
protect these kinds of natural habitats so they can 
continue to sustain his family and his community for 
generations to come. 

Alan’s name may be familiar. He’s a long-time 
business man, developer/builder, and crane 
operator in Corvallis. Perhaps more widely known 
than his name are some of his landmark commercial 
buildings: Robnetts Hardware, Big River Restaurant, 
and Sky High Brewing in Corvallis, and Soft Star 
Shoes in Philomath. He has always disliked the 
amount of waste and high energy consumption in 
commercial construction, so he has taken it on as a 
personal challenge to see what he can do better 

about both. He applies whole-systems thinking 
about sustainable design to conserve our region’s 
natural resources.  

Now he is working with The Confluence (Benton 
SWCD and four other local conservation 
organizations), to create a sustainable office 
building in downtown Corvallis to cohouse the 
group starting in the fall of 2021. Alan’s sustainable 
design of The Confluence building has a strong 
commitment to local with 75% of the building’s 
materials grown, sourced, and processed within 30 
miles of the site. 98% of construction waste will be 
used or recycled. The building will feature a rooftop 
reclaimed water system, solar panels, LED lighting, 
low flow plumbing, and other design elements to 
create an efficient and ecologically restorative office 
space. Alan and his future tenants hope the space 
will be a teaching tool and source of inspiration for 
others who want to create regenerative spaces that 
connect occupants to nature, each other, and the 
community.  

When I asked Alan what was most rewarding for him 
about this project, his response focused on his 
conservation collaborators, including Benton SWCD. 
He likes our complementary missions and the 
impassioned dedication with which we carry out our 
work. He recognizes that for effective and long term 
change to create a better future, we all need to be 
fearless leaders to intentionally create the 
community in which we want to live. We are fortunate 
to have Alan as our partner on this journey! 

Whole-systems Thinking 
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Alan milling lumber for the Confluence Building. A schematic of the new Confluence Building. 

A sustainable new home…and a collaborative community project 



HORIZONS Annual Report Native Plant Sale 
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Joining Together in 2019 

Benton SWCD Staff & Board 

Upcoming Events 

 

January 23, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Corvallis Public Library 

Prairie Restoration Success:              
Three Essential Components 

Hear about the plants, people, and soil properties 
found only in Willamette Valley prairies. 

February 9, 9 am -1 pm 
Benton Co. Fairgrounds 

Native Bees and Plants 
Winter Farmers Market 

Visit our booth to learn how you can support native 
bees through our Bee Buddy Program. 

February 21, 6:30 - 8 pm 
Valkyrie Wine Tavern 

The Mighty Mason Bee 
Sips ’n’ Science 

Jerry Paul on mason bees. Hosted by Luckiamute 
Watershed Council. Must be 21 or older to attend. 

March 2, 9 am - 2 pm 
Benton Co. Fairgrounds 

Native Plant Market Purchase native plants for restoration and gardening. 
We’d love for you to volunteer at the Market, too! 

March 9, 11 am - 3 pm 
Finley Wildlife Refuge 

Winter Wildlife Field Day 
Nature’s Predators 

Earn a wildlife explorer patch at this family-friendly 
event when you dissect owl pellets, play games & more! 

May 11, 1 - 4 pm 
The Arts Center 

Nature Craft Activity 
Natural Areas Celebration Week 

Join us and The Arts Center staff to use natural 
materials in a creative way! 

May 18, 9 am - 12 pm 
Various locations 

Let’s Pull Together 
Invasive Weed Awareness Week 

Help maintain the natural areas you love and meet 
new friends! 

June 13, 6 - 7:30 pm 
Bellfountain Wet Prairie 

Prairie Wildflower Walk 
RSVP required 

Learn to identify the flowers you see while strolling 
through a privately managed wet prairie. 

June 22, 10 am to 5 pm 
Dancing Oaks Nursery 

Pollinator Festival 
National Pollinator Week 

Celebrate National Pollinator Week with food, music, 
and activities for all ages! 

April 19, Time TBD 
Corvallis area 

Bringing Prairies Home:   
Backyard Prairie Tour 

Visit several urban sites that showcase the local 
passion for prairie restoration on the backyard scale. 

During 2018, Benton SWCD bade farewell to four of our team. Pat Malone is leaving our board to serve as 
County Commissioner. Heidi Goracke is choosing to spend more time with family. Melissa Newman moved 
out of state, and Tom Snyder is still with NRCS, but now working in Lane County. Four new faces provide 
the silver lining to this gray cloud. To the Board we welcome Larry Lee, retired teacher from Monroe, and 
Eliza Mason of Lilliputopia Farm.  Restoration and monitoring professional Laura Brown joined the District 
staff this summer. In the fall, Amy Kaiser moved from NRCS’ Klamath Falls to the Tangent service center. 

Staff position Staff person Service Years 

Executive Director    Holly Crosson   2013 -  

Resource Conservationist    Donna Schmitz   1999 -  

Soil Health Coordinator    Teresa Matteson   2004 - 

Communications & Community     
Engagement Manager   Heath Keirstead   2006 -  

River Restoration & Invasive 
Species Program Coordinator  

Melissa Lemein 2016 - 2018 

Laura Brown   2018 -  

Administrative Specialist   Janette Byrd    2017 -  

Tom Snyder 2006 - 2018 

Amy Kaiser  2018 -  

USDA-NRCS Benton/Linn                                
District Conservationist   

Zone FY 2017-2018 2019 

1 - Northwest Pat Malone C. Hall, CHAIR 

2 - Northeast Faye Yoshihara F. Yoshihara                   
VICE-CHAIR 

3 - Central Cliff Hall, CHAIR J. Paul, TREASURER 

4 - Southwest Grahm Trask         
SECRETARY 

G. Trask                 
SECRETARY 

5 - Southeast Heidi Goracke               
VICE-CHAIR Larry Lee 

At large 
Jerry Paul             
TREASURER Eliza Mason 

Henry Storch H. Storch 

Associates 
Tim Dehne, Rana Foster, Bob Morris,            

and Mark Taratoot 
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456 SW Monroe Avenue Suite 110 
Corvallis, Oregon 97333 
541-753-7208 
www.bentonswcd.org 

Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Financial Report 

All data is from final audited financial information for FY 2017-18. 

Revenue ($) 

Grants 478,628 

Tax Levy* 402,812 

Native Plant Sale 18,284 

Misc. & Interest 20,229 

Fees for Services 10,984 

Total $930,937 
 

Expenditures ($) 

Admin 133,362 

Projects 737,165 

Total $870,527 

Net Change $60,410 

Admin 
15% 

Projects 
85% 

Tax Levy 
43% 

Grants 
51% 

Fees for Services 1% 

Native Plant Sale 2% 

Misc. & Interest 2% 

HORIZONS Annual Report A Community Showcase 

12 

*Tax Levy $0.05/$1,000 


