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This annual grass has rigid, pointed, and sharp
blades with white hairs close to the stem. The
flower has long barbs and produces seeds
resembling wheat kernels. Barbed goatgrass
reproduces by seed.

Range lands and dry land crop fields.

Mow or graze to prevent seed production and
notify local noxious weed authorities.
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Yellow, dandelion-like flowers appear before the
leaves from February to April and produce fluffy,
white seedheads. Leaves are large, dark green, and
emerge directly from the ground. Upper surface is
waxy with a white, felt-like lower surface. Stems and
large veins are purple. Rhizomes are the primary
mode of spread.

Seedling leaves are dark green, oval, and large. Mature
leaves have 6 - 10 pairs of leaflets. Each plant may have up
to 20 hollow stems. Flowers are white or a blue-to-purple
-ish color in a long cluster. One to nine seeds are
produced in a narrow, straight, smooth pod. Goats rue has
a deep taproot. Primary reproduction is by seed.

Gravel areas or near roadsides.

Found in moist or irrigated pastures, or pastures along
streambanks.

Do not disturb site until the population is eradicated
as any escaped rhizome part will start a new patch.

Mow before flowers set to prevent seed production.

Green leaves emerge
from persistent thatch
in the spring and
produce plume-like
flowers at the ends of
the stalks in the
summer. Stems are
hollow, woody and up
to 4 meters tall. Leaves
are up to 40 cm
long. Plants reproduce
primarily via rhizomes
and stolons.
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Found in any sites that hold water: ditches, dips, slues,
etc.
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Do not disturb site until the population is eradicated as
any escaped rhizome or stolon part will start a new
patch.
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Ridged, shiny, narrow, blunt-tipped leaves emerge from
a short 3-sided (triangular cross-section) stem. Stems
are produced by small, reddish-skinned tubers. Tubers
are often formed in chains and are the primary mode of
spread.

Basal rosette with thick, hairy leaves
produces a 1-3 feet tall, branched
flower stalk. Flowers are mainly a dark
blue, but may be pink or white and
appear mostly in June. Seeds are in a
bristly husk. Reproduction is primarily
by seed.

Found in moist areas like stream banks,
irrigated soil, and ditches, but can grow in
drier conditions

Found in woodlands,
pastures, and fields.

Quarantine area and inform local
noxious weed authorities

6

Mow before flowers set to prevent
seed production.

1

